
The National Academy of Education (NAEd) advances the highest quality education research 

and its use in policy formation and practice. Founded in 1965, the NAEd consists of U.S. 

members and foreign associates who are elected on the basis of outstanding scholarship related 

to education. Since its establishment, NAEd has undertaken research studies that address 

pressing issues in education and which typically include both NAEd members and other scholars 

with an expertise in a particular area of inquiry. In addition, members are deeply engaged in 

NAEd’s professional development fellowship programs focused on the rigorous preparation of 

the next generation of scholars. 

Current projects sponsored by NAEd include the following: 

 NAEd/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship Program: A postdoctoral fellowship program 

funded by the Spencer Foundation to promote scholarship in the United States and abroad 

on matters relevant to the improvement of education in all its forms. Fellows receive 

funding for one full-time or two half-time years of research. 

 NAEd/Spencer Dissertation Fellowship Program: Beginning in 2011, this fellowship 

program provides stipends to promising young scholars to support them in completion of 

their dissertation writing. 

 Adolescent Literacy Predoctoral Fellowship Program: The goal of this program is to 

strengthen and stimulate adolescent literacy education by encouraging more scholars to 

conduct dissertation research focused on improving literacy outcomes for middle and 

secondary students. 

 Systematic Assessment of Education Research Doctorate Programs: The American 

Educational Research Association (AERA) and NAEd are working together to conduct a 

systematic assessment of education research doctorate programs using the methodology 

of the National Research Council (NRC) Assessment of Research Doctorate Programs. 

 Various other collaborations with the NRC, which can be found on their website in the 

History and Current programs sections 

(http://www.naeducation.org/History.html#TopOfPage) 

I.  National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship 

DESCRIPTION 

The National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship Program supports early 

career scholars working in critical areas of education research. This nonresidential postdoctoral 

fellowship funds proposals that make significant scholarly contributions to the field of education. 

The program also develops the careers of its recipients through professional development 

activities involving National Academy of Education members. 

FELLOWSHIP AWARDS 

 Fellows will receive $55,000 for one academic year of research, or $27,500 for each of 

two contiguous years, working half-time. 

 Fellowships must begin during the 2011-2012 academic year. 

 Fellows take the equivalent of one year’s teaching leave during the fellowship term. 

http://www.naeducation.org/
http://www.naeducation.org/History.html#TopOfPage


 Fellows will be included in professional development retreats with other fellows and 

NAEd members. 

 Up to twenty postdoctoral fellowships will be awarded in 2011. 

 Selection will be made by a committee of NAEd members. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND GUIDELINES 

 Applicants must have received their PhD, EdD, or equivalent research degree between 

January 1, 2005, and December 31, 2010. 

 Applicant should have a demonstrated record of research experience in education. 

 Proposed project must be an education research project. NAEd funds studies that 

examine the efficacy of curriculum and teaching methods, however, we do not fund the 

initial development of curriculum or instructional programs. 

 Applications will be judged on the applicant's past research record, career trajectory in 

education research, and the quality of the project described in the application. 

 Applications must be made by the individual applying for the fellowship; group 

applications will not be accepted. 

 Non-US citizens are welcome to apply. 

 Concurrent funding for the proposed project is not permitted. You may not hold a grant 

from the Spencer Foundation at the same time as this fellowship. 

DEADLINE 

Updated 2012 program information will be posted in late summer 2011. The deadline for the 

2012 program is November 4, 2011. 

II. National Academy of Education/Spencer Dissertation Fellowship 

Program 

DESCRIPTION 

The Dissertation Fellowship Program seeks to encourage a new generation of scholars from a 

wide range of disciplines and professional fields to undertake research relevant to the 

improvement of education. These $25,000 fellowships support individuals whose dissertations 

show potential for bringing fresh and constructive perspectives to the history, theory, or practice 

of formal or informal education anywhere in the world. This highly competitive program aims to 

identify the most talented researchers conducting dissertation research related to education. The 

Dissertation Fellowship program receives many more applications than it can fund. This year, up 

to 600 applications are anticipated and about 20 fellowships will be awarded. 

FELLOWSHIP AWARDS 

 Fellows will receive $25,000 for one academic year. 

 Fellowships must begin during the 2012-2013 academic year. 

 Fellows will be included in professional development retreats with members of the 

National Academy of Education and other senior scholars. 



 Approximately twenty dissertation fellowships will be awarded in 2012. 

 Selection will be made by a committee of NAEd members and other senior scholars. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND GUIDELINES 

 Basic selection criteria are as follows: 

Importance of the research question to education 

Quality of the research approach and feasibility of the work plan 

Applicant’s future potential as a researcher and interest in educational research 

 Applicants need not be citizens of the United States; however, they must be candidates 

for the doctoral degree at a graduate school within the United States. 

 Fellowships are not intended to finance data collection or the completion of doctoral 

coursework, but rather to support the final analysis of the research topic and the writing 

of the dissertation. For this reason, all applicants must document that they will have 

completed all pre-dissertation requirements by June 1, 2012 and must provide a clear and 

specific plan for completing the dissertation within a one or two-year time frame. 

 Applicants should have a demonstrated record of research experience in education. 

 Proposed project must be an education research project. NAEd/Spencer funds studies that 

examine the efficacy of curriculum and teaching methods, however, we do not fund the 

initial development of curriculum or instructional programs. 

 Applications will be judged on the applicant's past research record, career trajectory in 

education research, and the quality of the project described in the application. 

 Fellows may not accept employment other than as described in the application, nor may 

they accept other awards without prior approval (including awards from NAEd or 

Spencer) that would provide duplicate benefits. 

 Applications must be made by the individual applying for the fellowship; group 

applications will not be accepted. 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the 2012 program is October 3, 2011. Awardees will be notified in early May 

2012. 

APPLICATION COMPONENTS 

 Online application form 

 Dissertation abstract 

 Project description and work plan 

 Curriculum vitae 

 Example of past research relevant to education 

 Graduate transcripts 

 Two reference letters 

 Personal statement 

 


